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Wassily Kandinsky once mused, "There is no 'must' in art because art is free." An artist of dynamic contrasts and exceptional vision, painter Detlef "Dego" Gotzens demonstrates the inherent freedom that art sustains. In Mr. Gotzens's work, one witnesses the pinnacle of what makes successful abstraction. Born in Germany and living in Canada. Mr. Gotzens is extraordinarily adept at intricately applying just the right touch of paint in just the right color to make a startlingly beautiful image appear. The palette of Mr. Gotzens's works is delicate and refined. The colors in these works are expressive to the highest degree, and effectively communicate a mood to the viewer without direct representation. Following the philosophy that a painting should invoke a feeling; be it positive or negative, Mr. Gotzens subject matter is often left to interpretation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Transcending everyday reality, this gifted artist is a visionary intermediary whose canvases conjure vibrant spectrums of human emotions. Transposing visceral emotions into color values and textured forms, the artist's highly personalized paintings reflect an electrifying intensity. With imagination and perception, Detlef "Dego" Gotzens extracts the repressed and the invisible, inviting the viewer to contemplate the inscrutable facets of our world. An exceptional and enticing universe is revealed in this intrepid and abstract art where fluid forms synthesize into symbolic and expressive color values. Mr. Gotzen's choice of palette is dynamic and compelling, bringing into play contrasting color groupings which create a full spectrum of excitement. Painterly brushstrokes act as a vortex, drawing the viewer into the dimensional depths of the canvas, reflecting a powerful sense of being.
In addition to his paintings, Dego is renowned for his architectural glass Sculptures and Installations. He states: "I consider working with glass as painting with light." Owner of his own atelier, this gifted artist has been commissioned to create many high profile glass restoration projects in both Canada and in New York City. Furthermore, he also is a highly respected teacher and lecturer on glass and instructs student on the "cold glass technique" in his stained glass and mosaic glass courses, both at the university level as well as on the museum-level.
Saturated with creativity and radiating with emotion, these works initiate a dialogue with the viewer on a transcendental level of perception and experience. Comprehending the power of the imagination, Mr. Gotzens's works propel the viewer into existential states of imagination and reflection. Embracing the forms of color, line, and figure, Detlef "Dego Gotzens's paintings are elegantly powerful.

